HUDSON GAS TANK

RESTORATION
By Leroy Harris

If you are restoring a Hudson that has
been idle for many years, chances
are the fuel tank will need attention.
Before you start, remember to use caution
with anything flammable. Even an old
tank may contain enough fumes to be
dangerous. The sealer you use is also
flammable. Don’t smoke, create sparks,
etc. Try to work outside if possible
indications of work necessary other than
obvious damage and leaks would be:
None or limited fuel supply from tank =
pickup tube plugged or rusted away.
Pumping of rust visible in sediment bowl
or frequent plugging of filters. Fuel gauge
inop. = sender “froze”, float filled or
entire unit rusted.

After removing tank, remove sender
and pickup tube for inspection. There is
no need to try to remove drain plug
[another article in itself]. Examine tank, if
it has been severely damaged or is “tissue”
thin from rust, try to find another tank. If
the tank is useable, wash out all the rust
and crud possible with a garden hose
through the sender hole and filler neck.
Locate where the access hole is to be cut.
| locate it opposite the filler neck. See
Photo. This puts it on the other side of the
baffle that divides the tank, allowing
access to both sides, plus access to the
“in tank” filter. | recommend removing
the filter, it is usually bad and is
inaccesable for service,

Draw a 6" circle, drill slowly a 4"
starting hole. Cut out with a good pair of
snips. Photo #2 shows damaged parts,
remains of filter and a few pounds of
crud. | have found coins, rocks, sticks,
marbles, etc. After a good cleaning and
dent removal (tap with rubber hammer to
loosen rust), wash out again with a
garden hose. An old vacuum cleaner
works good for cleaning, and reverse the
hose for quicker drying of the tank. See
photo #3 Make a patch for the access
hole at least an inch larger than the hole.
Locate some “industrial” type two-part
sealer. Install patch in wet sealer and
secure with #8 sheet metal screws. Seal
any other areas that need it at this time
also. After the sealer as cured (24 hrs.),
put in a quart of “Bill Hurch’s” alcohol
proof sealer per instructions. Reinstall
sender and pickup tube. Glue insulation

44 January/February 1989

strip back on top of tank. Photo #4. Tank
is now ready for undercoating or painting

and reinstallation. Happy Hudsoning with
no fuel tank problems.




